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value of herpes, disorders of the nails, and syphilis in its protean 
manifestations. Edward P. Davis devotes 105 pages to a review of 
recent progress in Obstetrics, comprising especially ectopic pregnancy, 
the toxemia of pregnancy, the complications of pregnancy, placenta 
pnevia, septic infection, and abortion; labor, normal and abnormal; 
obstetrical surgery, etc. William G. Spiller devotes 40 pages to 
recent progress in diseases of the nervous system, especially brain 
tumors, aphasia, cerebral hemorrhage, tabes, paresis, multiple 
sclerosis, tumors of the spinal cord, epilepsy, etc. On the whole, the 
volume is exceedingly valuable and interesting, a worthy member of 
a series that should find a place on the table of every practising 
physician. A. K. 


A Manual of tiie Diagnosis and Treatment of the Diseases 
of the Eye. By Edward Jackson, A.M., M.D., Professor of 
Ophthalmology in the University of Colorado. Second edition; 
pp. 615; 182 illustrations and 2 colored plates. Philadelphia 
and London: W. B. Saunders Co., 1907. 

This the second edition of Jackson's Manual has been brought 
thoroughly up to date. The student who masters it will have little 
that books can teach him to learn of the diagnosis and treatment 
of the diseases of the eye. The subject is presented with the clear¬ 
ness and sense of proportion to be expected from a teacher and 
writer like the author. 

About one-sixth of the work deals with optics as applied in the 
study of the physiology, diagnosis, treatment, etc., of the eye—the 
portion which especially differentiates the study of the organ of vision 
from the other organs of the body. And this part of the subject 
is dealt with by a master. The refraction of light is made clearer, as 
the pheneraena are referred to the waves as well as to the rays. The 
author truly remarks that the examination with the trial lenses re¬ 
quires care, system, experience, and good judgment; some excellent 
rules are given for the attainment of accurate results. We could 
wish that Dr. Jackson had been somewhat fuller in his account of 
the astigmatic lens—this capital device employed by him, for accu¬ 
rate and rapid subjective examination. 

The somewhat picturesque suggestion is thrown out that homa- 
tropine or euphthalmine may be of service in some cases in making 
a diagnosis of incipient glaucoma (by causing an outbreak at a 
selected time favorable for operation). Cocaine is stated to enhance 
the effect of myotics in lowering intra-ocular tension. The removal 
of the clear lens in high myopia is still recommended in special 
cases, that is, when after trial it is found that the correction by 
glasses cannot be borne. 
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REVIEWS 


Judicious views characterize the work throughout. The extrava¬ 
gances which have been exploited in practical ophthalmology from 
time to time find no countenance. In short, this manual is an 
excellent exposition of the present state of ophthalmic science, and 
is to be warmly recommended to every one interested in the subject. 

T. B. S. 


The Practitioner’s Medical Dictionary. By George ,M. 
Gould, A.M., M.D., author of an Illustrated Dictionary of 
Medicine , Biology, and Allied Sciences; editor of American Medi¬ 
cine, etc. Pp. 1043; 3SS illustrations. Philadelphia: P. Blak- 
iston’s Son & Co., 1907. 

The Practitioner's Dictionary is announced as being new in ever}' 
respect and detail—not a revision of the other dictionaries that have 
made Dr. Gould’s name well known throughout the medical world. 
The avowed object of the new book is to supply the practitioner with 
trustworthy definitions of such medical words and terms as he 
may need in his reading of standard medical text-books, mono¬ 
graphs, and journalistic literature. The old and accepted feat¬ 
ures of previous lexicons have been retained; of these, the chief is a 
simple method, easily understood at a glance, of indicating the 
pronunciation and accentuation of words; and a second is the 
tabulation and classification of correlated terms. Of the last men¬ 
tioned, however, there is one notable exception—the distribution 
in alphabetical order throughout the book of eponymic terms, be¬ 
lieved to be preferable to tabulation on account of the great increase 
in these terms. Several valuable and important novelties have 
been introduced in order to make the book meet all the latest re¬ 
quirements: The metric system of weights and measurements in 
doses, etc., has been added in order to furnish the necessaiy equiv¬ 
alents to those who may prefer these to the older and more com¬ 
mon forms; the additions and changes to the new Pharmacopoeia 
have been inserted; and the new Basle anatomical nomenclature 
has been incorporated. Of the book, as a whole, one can only say 
that it is excellent, that it comes up to one’s expectations, and fully 
meets all requirements.. It is the most compact book of its kind— 
printed of large, clear type, on thin, tough, opaque paper, so that 
it is not more than an inch and a half thick. Its many excellent 
features doubtless will secure for it quite as great a measure of suc¬ 
cess as has been attained by the other dictionaries prepared by its 
distinguished author. A. K. 



